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»A modeſt Vindication of the Earl of Shaftsbury : 
In a Letter to a Eriend concerning bis being Elefted 
Ring of Poland. | 


T a time when the eyes of all Ezrope are direfted towards the event of 
our preſent AttairszAt ſucha time as this when the Ballance of our pub- 
lick {afety feems fo equally pois'd, that it is hard to gueſs in which Scale 
hes our Happinets, or Ruin : I think it my duty, as an honeſt man, a true 
Subject to the Government I live under, and a Friend to Truth ; to give you 

( lince youſo earneſtly have requelted it) my juſt and impartial Sentiments of 
our preſent condition, as it. particularly relates to the Earl of Shaftsbxry now un- 
der Confinement in the Tower. | 
| This Great Man, (I cannot but call him fo) this immediate firſt mover (as ſome 
would have it) of all the dreadful Revolutions that perhaps of late years have 
(cem'd to threaten us, will nevertheleſs appearto you by the following Relation 
which Iam togive you of him, a Man as very Extraordinary in his Abilities, ſo 
no Jets wondertul for his Vertue. Not to mention his unſhaken Obedience to 

every Government he has been concerned in, or, lived under; his ſteady adhz- 
rence tocvery Religion that had but hopes to be eſtabliſhed; his unwearied en- 
deavours for the reltauration of the publick Peace in the time of our late unhap- 
py Froubles; his admirable Counfils all along for the improvement of the com- 
mon Good of theKingdom 3 the Honour and Safety of the Monarchy, he Suc- 
cets of our Arms, and the Overthrow of our Enemies. 

His Obedience to the Government is ſufficiently evident, in ſo much that That 
never chang 'd,but He cid : His endeavours for publick Peace are eminently notoe- 
rious; for mi the late Civil War (inſpight of all Obligations of Honour and Loy- 
alty to the contrary,) he forſook the King, and carry'd over his Regiment to the 
Parliament on purpoſe as much as in him lay to weaken the Royal Cauſe, and by 
the ruin of that, to bring that War to an end, that no more Rebel! Blood mighr 
Le ſhed, though the great Martyrs veines were drein'd afterwards without Mercy. 

So much he then acted for publick Peace, but what he has adviſed for publick 
Good would fill a Volumn up: who can enough commemorate the ſhutting up of 
the Exchequer to put the King out of Debt ? The breaking of the Triple League 
to prevent the growth of Fraxce, the dividing ofthe Fleet that we might be ſure 
to beat the Zutch, though inthe end it coſtus a Vidory; yet certainly hismea- 
ning and foreſight in it, was to preſerve the Shipping, and the tender Lives of the 
Subjec. 

"Jhan for the Honour and Safety of the Monarchy; none ſo ſincere, ſo ſteady 
and fo faithtul.2s he has been : for the Honour of the King, witneſs his late Speeca 
in Parliament, afterwards printed, ard burnt by. the common Hangman for the 
ſafety of the King; witneſs the cauſe of his prefent Impriſonment; But for the pu- 
blick ſafety, what Honours he has deſpiſed, what promotions negleGed, will ap- 

ear in the following relation, which certainly the World will never queſtion the 
truth of, ſince the main of it has been taken from his own mouth, that perfe& 7- 
dex of his Heart, and Or«cic of Truth, | 

_ Ina late Paper, printed for the Vindication of t]is matchleſs Patriot, the Rea- 
der will find many and extraordinary Inſtances of Preferments and Honours, 
which this Noble Peer has wav'd and rcfus'd rather than ſuffer himſelf to be brib'd 
from the Intereſt of the common Gouod: But what he has meerly loſt in tender. 
pity and compaſſion this poor Kingdom of Fxgland; and it's true Proteſtant Res. 
ligion, ought to be remembred, as long as there 1s a Scepter ſway'd in Poland 
or the Tzxrk. unconverted. | | ns # | 

I {uppoſe there are very few in this Kingdom that do not very (eghibly remem- 
ber the late Izter-regnum in Poland : How OT llluſtrious Candidates ſtood. Fir 
| tor 


» 


(2) 

for the Fleftion: Sobietskz indeed had done. great things for that People, he had 
kept their Potent Enemy the Turk from entring any farther upon their Frontiers ; 
was great and popular in the eſteem and love of the beſt Army that perhaps they 
eve: had, bur that was by much too little toEntitle him ro the Succeftion on the 
Throne; it apptaring abivlutely the Intereſt of that Nation hat the Great Tark 
Was Not Oniy to be beaten, he muſt in ſhort too be converted, and who fo fit for 
ſuch ar Enterp:1ze, as he that nexc ſhould be promoted to the Regal Authority ? 
One +Þar from the high place he was co poſſeſs, might not only Adminiſter Jultice 
to them, but Sajvation to the greateſt part of Afia. 

To find cut ſuch a Spirit, one ti for lo great and extraordinary an undertaking, 
you may imagine the wiſe Dier omitred no diligence : the Conſtitutions of all the 
Governments in 7 zrope were lookt into, as they ſtood Quahti'd both in Church 
and 35tate 3 and wht: nce was it ſo properto expedt a Law-giver, ſuch an Oracle 
as tey then wanice, but from the beſt modell'd Government, and beſt Niſciplin'd 
Chu:ch in the World ? Thetcfoce upon {tri enquiry, Frazce appearing too De- 
ſporick, pair too uncertain and irregular, Follard abtolutely Animonarchical, 
and tew orno Cheeſe-mongets in it fic to make a Vionarch of, Cermary too nuar 
'<n 4 and thatifonce they ventur'd upon a King from thenc-,, The Emperour vron 
every bke occation might be impoſing one thread- bare Pimnce or cher upon 
them to eaſe his own People : For you muſt nots, that i Cer» »y Þiinces are 
Quartercd upon Provinces, as Regiments werein Zzg/4.! vpon Corporations in 
the time of Rebellion, and are indeed the great Grievance » .he Cuurirey. 

Upon th-(e Confiderations, you may Imagine, Quick'is he execs of the whole 
Die: were caſt upon little FX xgland, and there upon whom #5 {oon as the little 
Earl ot Shaftsbury ? *t ohſþ Deputies were immediately fent Poit 7ycognito with 
the Imperial Crown and Scepter in a Cloak: bag to hin, Old Flood imelt it from 
Pilhops gate-FFreet where they aſjlighted to his Lodging 3 and had it nor been for 
an ofd Acquaimmtance and ancient Friendſhip between King Azthony the Ele& 
(for ao'v I mult call him ſo.) and himſelf, lamcredibly informed. he had laid an' 
Ambuſh tor it at the Cock Alchoule by Temple-Bar, where ſome thirty indivent 
Bullies were cating ſtufr Beef Felter Skelter at his charge, on purpoſe to ſtand by, 
and ath{t him in carrying off the -Booty. 

B uc Heaven, which } hope has ordained that no Crown ſhall ever fuffer damage 
for King Anthon,'s ſake. took care to preſerve this; For the finiſter Deſigns of the 
old 7r;fþ Crown-monger being yet to be doubted, this prudent Prince as ] am told 


having try'dand fitted 1t to his head, carefully ſent it back again by a truſty Meſ- 


ſenger, concealed inthe hutk or {hell of a Fol/and Cheele taken afunder meerly 
for that purpoſe, and cemented rogether again by an Art, fit for no man to know 
but a King zrelumprive of Tolard. | 

All things thus prepared ; his EleCtion being carryed in the Dyet ſo unani- 
mouſly and fo zcmine contradicente, that no man to this hour ever heard of it 
bu: Eimſelt, it is not to be imagined how this little Grigg was tranſported with 
the thoughts of growing into a / evzathan he fancy'd himlelf the 7 7Fure before 
Fiobb's Commonwealth already, nay he ſtopt up his Tap asI am told on purpoſe 
thac his Dropſy might ſwell him bigg enough for His Majelty, and of a ſudden 
grew fo uttcr an Enemy to all Republicks and Antimonarchical Conſtitutions, 
that from that hour he premeditated and laid the foundation of a worſe Speech 


wan that famous one which he utter'd once 1n our Fzxgh;ſh Senate, Entituled De-, 


lenda ct | arthago. | 
Butnow upon deliberate and weighty conſideration of the great Charge he 
was to undertake, many difficulties and of an extraordinary nature ſeemed to 
ariſe. A Proteſtant King being EleGted toa Popiſh Kingdom great were the De- 
bates within himſelt which way he was to ſteer his Courſe in the Adminiſtration 
oi his Government.ſo as to diſcharge his Conſcience, as well in reſpe& ofthe Caſe 
ireumbent upon him of the Souls of his People, as of the proteQtion of their Pro- 
pertics and Perſons. : 
| The 
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The Great Turk, you have heard before, was to be converted : Now to bring {6 
Mighty a Potentate over to the Church of Roze, ſeem'd utterly deſtructive of the 
Proteſtant Imereſt, which he has always been (o violent a Champion for : There- 
fore it is reſolved, Protei}.ixt, and True Proteftint, the Ottomon Em perour muſt 
be, or nothing, But how (when that was done) to eſtabliſh the ſame Church in 
his own Dominions ? there was the great Queſtion. Whereupon, after.due Conſi- 
deration, he reſolvedat his taking Poſſeſſion of that Throne, which ſtood gaping 
for him, to carry over from hence (uch Miniſters, both of Church and State, as 
might be proper ro advitc, atliſt and ſupport him, in a Deſign fo pious though 
fo difficult. T 
Immediately therefore he proceeds to the drawing a Scheme of the whole Mini. 
ſtry of his Government; andin a large Scrowl, whereon was indorſed :n Text 


Lerters this Magniticent Title 3 Arcana Jinperiti PolonienGis ſub R:gns 5 uguitiC- 


ſimi Puncipis Anthonit Aſhiet patmi Oet Geatta tittus Populi Regs. 8c. 
contained a Lift of all the great Officers of the at of fs Houſbold, 
which (according to the belt light I could get into the matter) was as follows : © 


Seignioro Roberto Howardensko Our Chancellor. 
 Eshrickski, Our Treaſurer. 
Slaoberigund Kentelaas, 
Tarſallay Huntingtonierkew, C Privy-Councellors, and Lords of our Bed-Cham- 
Zalonxien Grejoski, ber. 
 Whiggund Arrou0:9itzy | | 
Lojallin Mordantaiko, * Admiral of Our Fleet, at preſent under an Embargo. 
Bragg ardo Se Generals of Our Army 
and his two Sons, : 


Captain of a Troop of tolerated Bandetti to raiſe 
Arbitrary Contributions. 


Comptroller of Our Houſhold, and Maſter of Our 
Ceremonies, to ſhew his Civility on one hand, 
and his Juſtice on the other. 


Firſt Groom of our Bed-Chember, though we ſuf. 
pecthim for little better than a 5py to the Pope. 


Rich. Cooling and his Friend W. Herbert, Secretaries of State. .. 


Thomazo Armſtrongeyland, 


Scigniori NVewportoskz, 


Fidelio Porterewske, 


Tow. Merry, Clerk of the Council, 
Saffolkin Feltonatko ; Y 
on neeper, Grnamed che Cle wn, 4 Maſters of the Horſe and Dog-whippers by turns. 


Conceal'd Politicians and Counſellours under the 
Character and Livery of Our Chair-men. 


Another under the diſguiſe. of a Footman, but de- 
ſigned Paymaſter of Our Army. 
Our Adopted Heir, becauſe a little wiſer than Our 
own Son, and defigned to be offered to the 
Dyet for Our Succeflor; His prefent Imployment 
(together with the aſſiſtance of the Princeſs his 
Siſter) is, tocure the Plica, or King s Evil of this 
Country, incaſe Our own Majeſty ſhould fail of 
that Vertue. 


Slingibesks Betheliskz, Chief Headsman of Warſaw. Z 
Eſquire of Our Body, in caſe he will promiſe not to 
ſell his place. 


The Valiant Ruſſillaxs, Captain of Our Guards, and Knight of the Halter, 
| a new Order to be inſtituted at Our Coronation, 


Boobyan Bridgesmund, 
Slowchero Poſlenowitz, 


Don Stephane Volponieſter, 


Prince Prettyman Perkinoskt, 


Franciſco Tarn+ Pit ansks, 


Capellaneff 


(4) 

Intended Y5ce-Roy of the firſt Kingdomour Generar 

| ſhall Conquer. oe M94 

Mo 6a Crow | ' Lady Abbeſſes for two Proteſtant Nunneries, tobe 

|  Poultneyinaa la Pruda, Þ $3 eſtabliſhed for the uſe of Us and Ovr Miniſters, 
Everardo F itz,=henerisko, To wr ite Libels againſt Us by Our own Conſent, to 

bring Us into favour with Our People, 

Our Poet Laureat for writing, Panegyricks upon 
Oliver Cromwel,and Libels againſthis preſent Ma- 
ſter King Charles II. of England. * 


tos, Shadwericks; His Deputy. | | 
Sodomito Fanſhawisks, Deſigned Our Ambaſſador to the Grand Seigneur 
| with a Preſent of Proteſtant handſom Boys in or- 
der co his Converſion. | 


Gappellainff le Granai, 


Tean Drydenurttitz, 


- This was the beſt account Icould poſlibly get of the matter : There were in- 
deed a great many more nominated to Offices and Preterments ; but not bein 
able to gaiu 2 perfect Catalogue af them. I have contented my my elf with barely 
a recital of ſuch things as upon my own knowledge I dare recommend to the 
world for Truth ; and that, ro the beſt of my remembrance, I have exactly ob- 
ſerved in the foregoing Relation. 

But in the very height of all this expectation, one night as his Majeſty Elect lay 
mulſing in his Bed, reſtleſs with the thoughts and expectation of the approaching 
Empire, there appeared to him by the light of a Lamp that was burning in his 
Chamber, a dreadful and moſt monſtrous Viſion ; rhe Shape and Figure of it was 
very Confuſed and Irregular ; ſometimes it look'd like the Whore of Babyloz, 
naked, and of immenſe nudities z Preſcntly,in the twinkling of an eye, the Form 
was changed, and it appeared like a Juſtice of Peace ſtrangled by a Crew of Ruf- 
fians, who afterwards ran him thorow the Body with his own Sword, that it might 
be thought he hanged himſelf; Of a ſudden it was alter'd again, and f{e-med a 
Troop of Pilgrims, armed with Black-Gills, that came ;from the Lord knows 
whence, landed the Lord knows where, and are gone the Lord knows whzther. 
His Majeſty (eeing it vary fo often, and ſo ternbly, (calling up all the Faith he 
had to his aſſiſtance) boldly demanded, 1» the Name of &c. what art Thou 2 In- 
ſtantly, after a terrible Clap of Thunder, attended with ſeveral Flaſhes of Ligh- 
rening, it contracted irſelf into the ſhape of a DoGor' of Salamancha, and in an 
hideous tone cried, I ama PLOT ; Wee to England ; Farwel till 78. and vani- 
ſhed. No ſooner was it gone, but a ſtupid amazement ſeized upon the Majeſty of 
Poland, and: caſt him into a deep ſleep, where he lay till morning; when awake- 
ning, he found him(elf ſtript of all the high and aſpiring thoughts that betore had 
filled his mind'; Pity and Compaſſion towards his Native-Countrey cooled ut- 
tcrly his Ambition 3 and from that moment he Jaid by all thoughts of Converting 
the Turk, and reſolved to ſtay at home for the Confounding the Pope. 

Thus has this good Earl (for now he 15 no. more his Majeſty again) refuſed the 
greateſt Promotion rhat perhaps any Subject of Exgland was ever raiſed to,meerly 
to {tandin a Gap here, and ſtay the Plague that was coming upon us. 

Sir, what Juſtification of him may be gathered from the Truth of this, and his 

- preſent condition, I leave to your better Judgment, and ſubſcribe my ſelf 


Your humble Servant, e*c. 


——— 


Lowdon, Printed for Francis Smith Bookſeller in Chief to Bis Majeſty Elect of Poland, 1681, 
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